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Texas Legislature Concentrates on 
School Funding 


bby Morgan Craven. .D. 
“Tena S¢ legislative session saw some of the 
most significant changes to school funding in 
ddcads, This issue of DRA Newletter samma- 
rines highlights regarding education and how 
they relate to IDRA’ 2219 policy prio. 


ior ro the start ofthe legislative session, the 
“Texas Commission on PublicSchool Financemet 
to provide recommendations for how the state 
could achieve an equitable school finance system, 
IDRA provided expert testimony at several 
hearings held by the commission, which was 
comprised of members selected by the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, chair ofthe State Board of 
Education, and Speaker ofthe House 


“The commission issued ts final reportinlate2o08 
(CPSE, 2018). Many ofits recommendstions 
served as a bass forthe major House and Senate 
school finance bills considered during the legis 
lative session that opened in January. Following 
weeks of hearings and negotiations, the Texas 
Legisature approved House Bill 3, which 
impact propeny taxes and funding forscheoks. 


Major Funding Formulae 

Changes in HB3 

Basic Allotment ~ The hai alloument is the 
amountoffunding school src receives based 
cn the number of tudentitseres, HB3 increas 
os the basic perstudent funding from $5,440 © 
6,60. Though i may seem al school districts 
will have an addtional st.2z0 per student, the 


legislation practically cancels out that increase 
for some disticts by eliminating a number of 
“adjusements” that previously raised their basic 
slloement. For example, the Cost of Education 
Index (CE) adjustment formerly increased the 
basi allotment by up to 20% in some schoo! 
lists, In HB3, monies “saved” from the ei 
ration of components like the CEL were simply 
reece into the basi allotment. 


(Current Year Values — HBS ensures alignment 
Jherween how school discs and the state cleu- 
late budgets and spending by requiring the use 
cof curent-year property values rather than some 
school district’ prior-year values, ro determine 
how mach funding the state should provide 10 
distri. 


Special Student Popalation Allotment Rules 
— HIB3 changes the reponing requirements for 
hhow schools spend compensatory education 
snd bilingual eduction funds. Te bill requires 
schools to spend atleast 5% ofthe funds on direct, 
costs for students in the classroom. It expands 
the permisible uses of compensatory education 
funds to include a broader category of education 
ally disadvantaged studemss and requires that 
tach school dst independent autor review 
Ihow those funds are spe 


‘Dual Language Weight — HB 3 crates a new 
funding increase, or weight, fr dual language 
(cot, n age 2} 


“Ensuring all students 
graduate prepared to 
succeed in college requires 
effective policymaking 
hand-in-hand with the 
people most impacted 

by our laws. They hold 
the policy solutions to 
improve their lives and 
effect generational change 
for themselves and our 
society.” 


Celina Moreno, |.D.. 
IDRA President and CEO 


(Tesas Leglulature Concentater on School Fan 


programs. School will ceive an addtional 
funding per student foreach English leamer and 
‘non-English Jeamer in a dual language program, 
Bat because only few school disits operate 
dual language programs, schools serv 
roughly Sov of English Teamers in the state’ 
othe bilingual and English a second linguage 
programs will receive no addtional funding from 
this new weight (IDRA, 


Proficiency and Readiness Plans — HB 3 
requires schoo distri boards of mastest adopt 
nd post online plans fr early childhood literacy 
and math proficiency an plans for allege, cas 

and miliary readiness. The plans must identify 
quantifiable goals for student performance fo 

following five yeas, The eal childhood literacy 
and math proficiency plans also must provide for 
professional development for educators shocks 
that need addtional support and may set soporte 
goals forssudentsin bilingual education or special 


Innguage programs 


Full-day Pre-Kindergarten — Under HB 3, 
ol distits must adopt full-day pre-K 

programs forall qualifying 4-year-old students 
‘While the stated ntallocst funding specifica 
the pre-K programs, school 


Iyandexclasi 


dss iy eduction allo 
rent” funds for pre-K. The legislature created 
this allotment to improve thind grade reading and 


rath outcomes through a new funding weight 


of 10% for economically disadvantaged student 


and another 105 fr English learner 


Kindergarten to third grade. 


‘Tiered Compensatory Education Funding 
— HB 3 crestes 2 new system for calculating 
‘eaitonal funds fr ed 

stents and 


dents deemed at sk of dropping 
‘utofschool, Thenewive-terd system llocates 


‘more money for educating low-income students 


English Learners in Tex 


‘who live in areas of concentrated poverty, based 
fon American Community Survey and federal 
census data, with weighting levels increased as 
the concentration of poverty increases, While 
increased funding is xtially important funding 
itis unclear that the new red system wil accu 
satelycaprure varying evel of poveny across the 
state and locate funds appropriately 


‘Teacher Compensation — Despice much 
debate this session 


tate provided no specific 
new formulae to fund tescher silary increases 
Instead, HB 3 requires schoo to spend joe of 
their total new per-sudent funding on compen- 

s, with 75% ofthat amount dedi- 


cated specifically to teachers, brains, nurses 
and 


elo, The sate leaves some disre- 


‘ion to districts ro determine the distribution 
‘compensstion, with an emphasis placed on raises 
for teachers with more than five yeas of exper 
ence. The state does not specifically cal for any 
rigs for personnel with fewer than five year of 


cexperin 


is Public School Distric 


by Gra 


Enrichment Funding — Enrichment refers to 
adional money collested by school districts 
beyond the funding needed ro provide basic 
ed 

satutory funding formulae) 


ston services to students (as determined by 
HB 3 changes the 
‘way schoo distrits may increase their rates to 


collst enrichment funding 


Prior to HIB3's adoption, src could tax upto 
an additonal 7¢ above their base arte, which 
of table property value 
in most disrits, Te state guarantees that each 
cent will yield specific amount of money fr the 
lsc and makes up the diffrence in funds for 
poorer district that are unable to cllst enough 
in local 


the guaranteed yield, 


“The fr sc of the 17 pennies are called olde 


nnier because they have a high guaranteed 

HIB 3 ses the guaranteed yield at the 
pester seme per student 
collect by school districts inthe gf percentile 


the amount of tae 
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New Discipline and Safety Policies for Texas 


by Morgan Craven, [.D. 


“To ensure all sudent succeed, schools must end 
policies and practices that create harmful school 
climates and push students into the school-0- 
prison pipeline through exclusionary discipline 
and criminalization. During the recent Texas 
legislative sesion, many policymakers focused 
fn “school safety” in response to school shoot 
ings. 


While some proposals focused on bullding post 
tive choot climates, other priontized approaches 
that would make schools less safe for students, 
including making exreme changes to “harden” 
faces, eypanding harmful and punitive school 
discipline, and increasing the amber of weapons 
‘on campuses, 


‘The major school safety bill (Senate Bill 1) 
requires school districts to create hohavio threat 
_asentment tam and sets addtional standards for 
emergency response plans. Iralso creates a Child 
‘Mental Health Care Consortium, 


Importantly, the measure reques that police 
coficers in every school district receive youth- 
focused naining, It expands current lav, which 
only requires raining for officers in large discs 
While itis critical thar police oficers receive this 
trining. itis also important to limit police inter 
sections with students (Craven, March 2015) 
Schools should not involve police in routine 
Aiscipline orclassroom management, a protection 
afforded thie session by SB 1707 


SSB a ako includes “school ssfery allooment.” 
providing per-stadent funding that districts can 
te forimportant safety measures, Such measures 
include mental heath personnel and supports 
bichavioral heath services related to prevention 
and management of emergencies and threats and 
suicide prevention, intervention and pestvention 


‘Unforunatly, schoo! districts also may use the 
lltment funds ro buy achool-hardening equip- 
ment and employ school-based police officers, 


despite research showing herer methods of 
creating safe campuses (Warnick & Kaps, 2210) 
“The legislture appropriated sio2 milion forthe 
School sfey allooment forthe nea biennium and 
4120 milion soley for school hardening equip- 
‘ment (such aslocks, bariers and cameras forthe 
‘remainder ofthe current bienniam, 


‘SB2432,requirs school dstrcsto place tadents 
in disciplinary aemative schools for harassment 
ofa teacher. Whilitis importante protect every 
member of school community fom harassment, 
the bil is deeply concerning because it rkes 3 
seroctolerance approach to “harassment.” which 
can include behaviors as vague and subjective as 
‘making an annoying comment. 


“The law currently requires school dlstrcts 10 
consider mitigating factors before they punish 
students, but many ignore that provision and 
instead punish students automatically SB 2432 
thestens to expand that practice, which impacts 
students of color, students with disables, and 
LGBTQ students disproponionarely (Craven, 
April zo) 


IDRA will continue to suppor policies cons 
tent with esearch and best practices on how 10 
create safe and excellent schools forall sudens 
For more information abou research-based ways 
ro create posite, safe schools forall students, see 
resources and tools avallable through the IDRA, 
EAC South (ww: idea orgeac-south) 


2) Digi Alem actin: 

er Tear—A soy Update Sap Anne DRA 

(Cave M. (Marck 24,21). Cenly Define he Rae 
of Law Eefrersent in Schle IDRA Tein ot 
‘Biro Offom Should Ne Be Cll mo Handle 
Stel Diiplinary Mater. Teiany of IDRA pre 
seed fo he Sete Education Coie, in A 
tie IDRA. 

Capen M. (Apis 00), Use Bete Dil, Not 
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Learn More 


“Testimony: Use Effective Discipline 
Not Zero Tolerance — IDRA Testimony 
Against SB 


“Testimony: 
Clealy 

Define the 

Role of Law 

Enforcement 

in Schools 

Officers 

Should Not Be Called on to Handle 
Schoo! Disciplinary Matters ~ IDRA 
“Testimony on SB 1707 


Joint Starement: Legislative Solutions 
for Safe Schools Must Include Schocl- 
Based Strategies that Help Educators 
and Support Students 


www.idra.org/education-policy 


‘rn Gis Vike: De “Tage Hating” De Mare 
Harm than Good? Edeston Ne 


Moron Camen, JD. ithe IDRA Natal Dit of 
alice Comme and ution my he dnt i er 
‘maa nonamnen o 
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Accountability Measures Set to Respond to Public Pressure 
Changes Made to STAAR; Individual Graduation Committees Extended 


by Morgen Crsven, .D. 


‘The core purpose of school accountabil- 
ity systems i to assess school’ effectiveness and 
‘demify areas that need strengthening. Sound, 
research-based systems mustbe in pce to evalu 
ate how effectively schools suppor students and. 
bow students perform academically 


As the Texas legislative session began in January, 
several reports revealed that the State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAR) 
reading saessments did not estat appropriate 
igade levels (for more on the reported STAR 
design flaws, see IDRA’s statement: "Repored 
STAAR Design Flaws in Reading Show Why 
“iigh-stakes Punishments Should be Removed 
ffom the STAR"). Concems about the report 
findings merged with ongoing concerns about 
testing with high-stakes consequences, Policy 
makers approved several bills hat could change 
bow districts approach asessments and measure 
college readiness. 


House Bill 3. the schoo! finance bill passed in 
Jane, requires the Commissioner of Education 0 
contract with a university to conduct a study of 
the 2218-19 and 2019-20 school year assessment 
instruments to determine whether reading sss 
ments were writen at appropriate grade levels 
and whether all aesesament content aligns with 
the essential knowledge and sls identified for 
students’ corresponding pra level 


Senate Bill 213 estends the use of Individusl 
Graduation Commitses for four years IGCs 
censure that Texas does nat measure subject 
mastery solely by one test, They enable students 
‘who donot pass one or ro end-of-course exams 
tw have ther ponfoio of coursework reviewed 
by steam of educators and citer the student, a 
parent or guardian, ora designated advocate 


House Bill 3906 makes several changes that 

lampact the STAAR tes, The bil 

«+ Allows students tte the STAAR over the 
course of mulkipl days, prohibit school rm 
administering the tet om the fn day of the 


scademic week, limits the proportion af allow- 
able muliple choice questions, and allows the 
State Boar of Education (SBOE) ro establish 
ew rules about when stadents can take math 
assessments with the ad of rechnology. 

“Eliminates the fourth and seventh grade we. 
ing tet (including spelling and grammar), 
although it allows schools to use a classroom 
portfolio method to assess writing proficiency 


“+ Diroctsthe Texas Education Agency (TEA) 10 
develop interim assessment instruments that 
school districts may use ro determine students’ 
proficiency in a panicular subject or couse 
“The state cannot use these interim instruments 
foraccountabilty purposes. Additionally, TEA 
must establish a plot program for patiipating 
districts to use formative testing instruments 
and to determine the feasibility of replacing the 
‘current summative tests with formative asess- 


+ Instructs the Tas Commissioner of Educa 
‘ion to appoint committees to provide recom 
mendations on the development of valid, reli- 
able and academically-sppropriate assesment 

“Requires TEA and SBOE to develop a plan 
so that the state can offer ll assessments lec- 
sronically by the 2222-23 school year. 


IDRA wil continue ts work to suppor research- 
bhased evaluation and. assesment systems that 
identify and respond ro district and student needs 


(con. Pge 8) 


‘Testimony: TLEC Urges Texas 
House to Permanently Allow the Use of 
Individual Graduation Committees 


Infographic: Use of 


Individual Graduation 
‘Committses Unlocks 
Diplomas fort. 


Qualified Students in 
‘Texas 


Statement: Reported 
STAAR Design Flaws 

in Reading Show 

Why High-sakes 
Punishments Should be 
Removed from the STAR 


Policy Briefs Don't Block Graduation 
Because ofa Test 


www.idra.org/education-policy 


Public Education 


Taking Steps Toward Keeping the Public in 


TIDRA joined more than a dozen education advocacy groups to release a policy agenda focused 
fon increasing transparency and efficiency for charter schools. In addition to House Bl 3, the 
‘major school finance bill passed in Jane, several bills pased that impact charters. Senate Bill 
12293 includes provisions that require the Texas Education Agency to adope a common applica- 
‘on form fr charter schools and to develop guidelines fr waist management and reporting. SB 
1454 creates guidelines and repontng requirements elated to real property and otherasses owned 
by charter schools. IDRA will cntinae to work with families, educators and other advocates 10 
‘ensure meaningful accountability and fair resource allocation and management for scheos. 


Focus: Education Policy 


College Access Legislation Increases Transparency and 
Adds Funds to TEXAS Grant Program 


bby Morgen Cruven, [.D. 


Expanding acces ro college means ensuring that 
school fr all students the courses and oppor 
tunities they need to enol inthe college of their 
choice, It also means that a college eduction 
remains affordable and tha the path to gradaa- 
tion from college does not contain unnecessary 
radblocks, The Texas Legislature passed several 
bills aiming to address these goals 


‘The Legislaure approved House Bill 1, the 
budget forthe so20-z02t biennium. It includes 
3846 4 milion forthe Toward EXcellence, Access 
and Saccese Grant Program (TEXAS Gran) 
‘which provides financial asistance for eligible 
students to be able to atend public colleges in 
“Texas. The majoiy of Texas highschool gradu- 
stesare economically disadvantaged, making shat 
program critical for expanding college access, 
Although HIB increases TEXAS Grant funds by 
about $8 milion, the funds are stl ne suifcient 
to cove tton forall nwly-sigble students, 


Senate Bill 232 requires school districts natiy 
ppients and guardians tha the state no longer 
requires students to take Algebra IE to gradu 
ats, The notation also mase sae that there are 
‘omsequences for students who da not complete 
the course, including ineligibility forthe Top Ten 
Percent Plan nancial aid and grant programs 


IDRAs Ready Texas — A Sty ofthe Implemen- 
‘ation of FB sn Texas and Implicationsfor College 
Readinet showed that since the pasage of HB. 
Sin 2083, which weakened graduation require 
‘ments for math, scence and social studies, ewer 
school dsrics~ paniculaly rural districts — have 
enrolled students in Algebra I (Bojorques, May 
otf & 2or8b). Research shows that students 
‘who take Algebra I and other higher-level math 
courses ae more likely to graduate from high 
school in four years (Wiseman etal, 215) 


“This session's major school finance bill, HB 3, 
requires each graduating high school student ro 
compete Free Application for Federal Student 


Aid (FAFSA) ot a Texas Application for State 
Financial Aid (TASFA), Only 61 of graduates 
inthe class of 218 completed the FAFSA, which 
‘the fre step for getting financial ad, Students 
‘who compte the FAFSA are 126 mae likely 
to graduate with a degree (Kantrowitz, 2200) 
A parent, guardian, counselr, or the student (if 
‘older than 18) may opt aut ofthat regurement. 
“The bill requires TEA to convene a commiee 
of stakeholders, counselors and administrators 0 
savise om the dstbutin of financial aid infor- 
‘mation and opt-out farms 


In response to concems over lack of coursework 
smanspareney, drawn-out degre completion, and 
limited transferring of academic credits, SB 25, 
requires Texas public universities t report any 
coures for which a transfering student isnot 
granted academic credit. The reports include 
the reason the receiving univeity denied credit 
to the student, Adationally, Texas public junior 
colleges must report courses taken by transfer 
students of those who obtained an associates 
gree atthe college 


“Theil requires allcolleges to develop aleastone 
recommended course sequence for every cetfi- 
cate or deprse program: allows junior colleges 
nd universities to enterinto credit ansfer aprox 
ments for upto 0 credit hours requires sade 
~ including dual cree students ~ ro fle degree 
plans ear so they do not accumlate excessive 
non-transferable credit hours: and instructs the 
“Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 10 
onene 2 committe to make recommendations 
on credit transfers and statewide collections of 
related majors. 


IDRA will continse to suppor policies that 
cexpandaccess to higher education forall dens 
including increases in funding for parprofes. 
sional pipeline programs, Texas" Top Ten Percent 
Plan, and “Grow Your Own teacher programsta 
address educator diversity and shorsages. 


(Conon aged) 


Learn More 


Policy Brief: The Texas Top Ten 
Percent Plan's Legacy in Supporting 
Equal Access to College 


Infographics Top 12 
Percent Plan Expands 
College Access Across 


“Texas 


Op-Ed: Protect college 
admission laws that 
reward merit, hard work, 
Celina Moreno, }.D., 


“Texas Tribune 


Data Graph Texss 
“Top Ten Percent Plan at 
UT-Austin Has Dramatic SM 
Impact Within Texas 

Senate Districts ~ 2019, 
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(Texas Legislature Concentrates on School Funding, continued from Page: 


of property wealth or the basi allotment muti 
plied by G16. HB 3 also increases the number 
cof golden pennies from sito eight which means 
thatthe wealthiest school dsrcs will be able to 
collec and keep more money fr themselves 


Since weskhiee school discs do not have to 
send golden penny money tothe state for reds 
tribution ro poorer school dist an important 
system known as captor), overall system ineg- 
tity will increase overtime with the addtional 
olden pennics, 


School districts can ase an adltional 1 from. 
copper penmy tax eff under current La 
Copper pennies have a lower guaranteed yield 
than golden pennies and ae subject to resapmur, 


HIB 9 increases the copper penny guaranteed 
Yield rom 531.95 percopper penny tthe amount 
produced by the basic allorment multiplied by 
‘08, To prevent diss from raising new 
money due ro this change, the stare requires 
disicts to reduce thei copper penny tae rates 
to a leel that produces the same revenue per 
student that was produced prio tothe change in 
these formulae. Poorer schocl darcts are more 
likely chan weather dsrcs ro need to tax inthe 
copper penny evel. The HB 3 change means that 
poorer districts will be able to reduce thee ta 
rates while sill collecting the same funds they 
receive unde the law before HB 3, 


Property Tax Rate Reduction 
Reducing propeny txes was pethaps lawmake 
rs prevailing focus ofthe 2019 Tens leislve 
session. In 3005, the leistture reduced school 
lsrcr propeny fax ates by one-third using a 
method refered to a5 “tex compression.” This 
stewie tx compression set che base tx ates 
for every schoo disc t wo-thids oftheir base 
tax rae in 2005, when most dares taxed a oF 
around $1.5 fr every s1c0 of propery value in 
the sce The 2065 aw produced a compressed 
texte of 1.20 for most dries in he sae. 


“The tax compression mandate left a $5 billion 
hale in state funding for schools. This eventu- 
allyled tothe devastating 201 sae cuts o school 
funding when state revenue increases failed t0 
rect the unrealistic state revenue growth levels 
projected bythe bills authors. 


Now, HB3 createsa new system of tx compres 
sion, combining statewide compression with 
disir-by-isict property tax compression. It 


also requires districts wo reduce their property exe 
‘ates ifthe revenue they generate from those taxes 
willinreaseby more than 259 in any given year 


Allowing. disric-by-distict compression will 
increase inequity in the school finance sytem. 
Weslthier school districts, with valuable prop- 
ny can tax residents at lower rates, while poorer 
school districts wil have to ta at higher rates 10 
get the same funding. Without guarantees from 
the state to provide sufciet supp ro poorer 
school districts, HB 3’ compression approach 
volutes one of the core principles ofan equitable 
school finance sytem: similar tax effort should 
result in similar funding for schools, 


Additionally, the focus on reducing. propeny 
taxes leaves questions about furure sources of 
funding for schools, as many wonder whether the 
state willbe able to acquire new funding needed 
to cover increased school operating cot. 


Despite the passage of HBS, the tate must make 
‘many more changes to ensure all students have 
accesso excelent, equitable schools. IDRA will 
‘ontinge to push for rseach-hased funding for 
special student populations like English earners: 
equity studs tha show the impact of changes 0 
the schoal finance system; and democratic rule- 
making that allows communities to understand 
and participate in policymaking that impacts their 
school 


Resources 

Commision cn Pubic Schl Face (Deamber 3. 
SB) Fig fr Imp Euler Sa 
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Maryn Caen, [Dt the IDRA National Dino of 
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School Funding 
Statement: New Texas School Finance 
Proposals Are a Stan, But There is 

Sal Work to Be Done to Ensure Fair 
Funding for All Students 


‘Analysis: Summary 
of Comprehensive 
“Texas School Finance 
Bill 


Infographic: 
“Things to Ensure 
School Finance 
Equity 


Bilingual Education Funding 


Policy Brief: Most English Learners 
Would Be Excluded from the Proposed 
Dual Language Weight 

Bilingual 

Allotment 

Data 

Dashboard: 

Shows 

scenarios of 

how increasing 

the bilingual education allotment will 
impact schools within each Texas House 
cor Senate district 


‘Testimony: Without Increased 
Resources for English Leamers, Texas 
Compromises Education for One-fith 
of Students 


‘Testimony: Keep Spending Guidelines 
for Bilingual and Comp Ed Funding 


www.idra.org/education-policy 
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Education Impact of Supreme Court Decision on 


Citizenship Question 
IDRA Statement on Education Impact of Supreme Court Decision Blocking 
Citizenship Question on 2020 Census 


(On June 27, 2019, the U.S. Supreme Court 


blocked the addition ofs question tothe 
dlcennial census about whether respondents 
are US. citizens, a question that would have 
put eduction resources at esk for milions 
‘of Americans, In the ease, Department of 
Commerc. Nese York, the Supreme Court 
held thatthe Thump Administration's deci- 
sion to add the citizenship question “seems 
to have been contrive, 


While the cour has rejected the attempt 0 
ada citizenship question now, it has not 
prohibited the inclason of the question in 
the funure. The Supreme Cou sent the eae 
bck dawn so the lower court for further 
review. On July 1t, 2019, President Donald 
“Trump announced thatthe U.S, Department 
fof Commerce will abandon its attempt 
das question shout citizenship tanus tthe 
(Census frm. Instead, he issued an execu 
tive order equiing every federal deparment and 
agency to submit record with citizenship infor 
mation tothe Department of Commerce 


“The addition ofa cizenship question would 
bee harmful not only for children, Latinos and 
immigrants but also the cies and states in which 
they liv,” said IDRA President &e CEO Celina 
‘Moreno, "To achieve a fir and accurate census 
count, we will cntinae to wrk with our allies to 
ensureal children are counted and have access 0 
esquitable and excellent education opportunities.” 


Census experts predict that the 2022 Census 
wri esl in a lager undercount than in pre 
‘us census yests. Even though the census form 
will not include the question about citizenship, 
experts wam that the cument political climate 
eg. the Adminisration’s policies toward 
immigrants and the significant badge cuts expe 
rienced by the Census Bureau ~ could result in 
lower census partiipation by undocumented of 
mixed-sats families, 


“The Census Bureau collects counts of people 
through mail-in questionnaites, and forthe fst, 
sime in the history ofthe US. Census, respon- 
dents will bave the option of completing the 
jensus form online. For chose who nether 
complete heir frm by mailo online, the Census 
Bureau deploys thousands of census takers 10 
visit non-respondentsin ther homes. But, there 
se sil Inge numbers of people who will not 
‘complete che census form and will not answer the 
door when 2 census taker comes to their home, 


“The census in previous years ha already signii- 
cant undercounted adult Black mals, chldeen 
Latinos and immigrans, which impacts dst- 
bution ofcrcal education dollars and politcal 
representation, 


(One study estimates thatthe citizenship ques. 
‘ion could result in an undercount of more than 
6 milion Latinos in the country, inckading many 
children 

(Census Bureau estimates thatthe 
undercounted 1.4 million children ages 0 10 9 
years ld. Undercounte chien are more likey 
to be children of color, live in complex house 


US. Census Bureau, 


holds and live in poverty. Many of these 
hildren would benefit most from having 
an accurate count. There are approximately 
oo federal programs that allocate over 
‘820 bilon based on decennial census 
data including funds for Tite T grants for 
low-income studems, special education 
programs, Head Star, the Childrens Heskh 
Insurance Program, and Bilingeal Education 
‘Act grants (Reamer, 2018). 


Census undercount also impact state-level 
programs. Forexample, under Texas’ House 
Bil 3, the new school funding bill signed 
in June, che state will use U.S. Census data 
to calculate the compensatory education 
funds allocated to school dsrcts to support 
progrims for low-income students and 
students atrskof dropping out of school. An 

02 Census will neglect 
students whose schools are eligible for compen- 
sory education funds thus shortchanging Texas 
‘communities, school disrcts and the students 
they serve 


undercount in the 


“Even afer the Supreme Court's decision, state 
and local govemments should sill deploy as 
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